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^ Quoteof^ 


Tobacco has kmg beta saspecMlm 
a cause of i&sease but widespread, am* 
thofitaiive coademnatiom ijf smoku^f 
oitfyfoUuwed the studies of Sir Richard 
[XoUandA.B.HiU. Theirearfycouclu- 
sums were circumspect ami rightly so. 

They st u die d a population which 
was self-selected at three successhe 
levels^ A subset of the British popubt* 
tion idoctors) were asked to take part 
in a long-term experiment. Those who 
agreed compris^ a second subset . 
These subdivided at a third level into 
doctors who decided to giie up smok¬ 
ing and those whoduinU. 

DoU and Hill compared mortalities 
in smokers and ex-smokers with note- 
smokers. The results of such a study 
could only be at best interesting and 
suggestive, amt at uvrst grossly mis¬ 
leading. 

Since then the case for smoking as 
a cause if dtortetted Itfe due particu¬ 
larly to lung cancer has become a mul¬ 
tifaceted chunk of the medical amt sci¬ 
entific literature extemimg to over 
30,000papers. 

tf s ekmc e were a demoe r mey the case 
would be pnrrodL it k trot* {Emphasis 
added.l 


Burch presented Ike opposing 
case at a recetu meeting of the Roytd 
Statistical Society. Judged by the dis- 
cussiom wluch fidlawed. the case 
agairtsi smukit^ was found to be 
piveed. S t mw if ihe^mam pomUi^ 

HI irdmiers have a lower incidence 
if lung carurer than nurt-mkalers, 

(2l There is little correlalkm he- 
tween tobacco co nsume d per capita in 
differetu cotmtries amt tbe mcidemceif 
lung cancer, 

{$! Women started smokirtg about 
30 years after men. The maximum in¬ 
crease in the incidence if lung camrer 
occurred at about the same time {1930- 
35! for both men and women, amtrary 
to popular opiruon. 

{4) Mean age for diagnosis rf kmg 
cancer is 57 regardless ^ the tpuuUity 
of tobacco consumed by tbe indhiduul. 

{31 Smokers are much more likely m 
be chagnosed imturmtly as suffering 
from kmg cancer than mmsmakers so 
that the statistics Unking smohng and 
cancer ^ue iafiuted. 

{6} 1 <.e British death rate from lung 
earner is tu ke the AusirahM but ap¬ 
proaches the Australian lalue in BAt- 
ish immignmts who have spent most tf 
their Uves in Australia. 
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